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I have admirable things to tell of the Sault mis-
sion. As regards our Savages, they have continued
this year as fervent as they are accustomed to be.
Catherine's band (7 wrote you her life last year. I
know not whether you have received it because one of our
ships was lost while returning to France, and those papers
were perhaps on it, and you do not speak of it. I had
placed her portrait therein.) Catherine’s band continue
in the practice of the most christian virtues, and in
the heroic exercises that they have undertaken. Last
winter the most hardened were touched by God, and
performed an act that deserves to be written down.
It was called /fotouongannandi, that is to say, *“ public
penance,” because it was done in the name of all.
The men, gathered together according to the savage
custom,—that is, at a feast,—expressed their detes-
tation of drunkenness, which mastered them. This
was done as follows: after agreeing together as to
what they could do to give satisfaction to God, they
came to the conclusion that each should speak for
himself in full meeting; and that they who on
account of illness, or for any other reason, were
unable to do so, should have some one speak in
their names. This was done to prepare for the
festival of christmas. Each spoke as the spirit
of penance moved him; and some did so more
eloquently by the tears that flowed in abundance
from their eyes, than by their voices broken by sobs.
Words were followed by results; the women, whose
demons were gaming, vanity, and voluptuousness,
completely abandoned the first of these; for a year,
we have heard no more about it. Confraternities
are being founded among them, and especially
among the young girls, with the object of mutually



